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Governor Edward G. Rendell to receive  
Heart of Philadelphia Award at Heart Ball 

Signature event will raise money for cardiovascular disease research 
 

PHILADELPHIA — The American Heart Association (AHA) has announced that Governor 

Edward G. Rendell will receive the coveted 2011 Heart of Philadelphia award at the annual 

Philadelphia Heart Ball on Saturday, February 12, 2011 at Urban Outfitters Corporate 

Headquarters, located at the Philadelphia Navy Yard. 

 

More than 600 philanthropists, community and medical leaders are expected to attend the black 

tie event that will not only raise significant funds for heart disease research and education in the 

Philadelphia region, but will honor those who are committed to the mission of reducing disability 

and death from cardiovascular disease and stroke.  

 

Governor Rendell has made a major impact in Pennsylvania since he took oath in 2003.  

Among these accomplishments, he has added over 275,000 jobs, worked to increase minimum 

wage, improved education through various initiatives and has signed the Growing Greener bill to 

improve the state’s economic and environmental health. 

 

The governor also recognizes the impact that leading a healthy lifestyle can have. In recent years 

he has made a noticeable shift, examining more closely his dietary choices and incorporating 

exercise into his schedule. The results — a fitter, trimmer leader of the Keystone State. 

 

Making a difference in Pennsylvania, living a healthier life and supporting the principles of the 

American Heart Association earned him this award, putting him in the company of people like 

Manuel N. Stamatakis, Anne F. Hamilton, Joseph F. Coradino and Constantine N. Papadakis, 

Ph.D.  



In addition, Andrew S. Wechsler, M.D., a respected and highly-regarded cardiac surgeon in 

Philadelphia, will be the recipient of the Edward S. Cooper, M.D. Award for his contributions to 

the advancement of cardiothoracic medicine in the Delaware Valley. This award is presented to a 

medical professional whose contributions to their field improve the daily lives of those in the 

Philadelphia region. Past recipients of this award include: William S. Frankl, M.D., John W. 

Hirshfeld, M.D., Beverly Graves, M.D. and Donald B. Parks, M.D. 

 

The Philadelphia Heart Ball will feature both live and silent auctions, as well as a performance 

from, Slippery, one of the city’s hottest bands. Heart Ball co-chairs for 2010-2011 are  

Richard P. Shannon, M.D., University of Pennsylvania Hospital; Louis A. Petroni, Montgomery 

McCracken; Richard V. Homan, M.D., Drexel University; and Sherry A. Varrelman, Bank of 

NY Mellon. 

 

For more information on the Philadelphia Heart Ball, visit www.heart.org/philadelphia or call 

Lisa Palmer at (215) 575-5222. 

 

 
About the American Heart Association 

Founded in 1924, the American Heart Association today is the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary health 

organization dedicated to building healthier lives free of cardiovascular disease and stroke. These 

diseases, America’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers, claim about 870,000 lives a year. In fiscal year 2005–06 the 

association invested more than $543 million in research, professional and public education, advocacy and 

community service programs to help all Americans live longer, healthier lives. In Southeastern 

Pennsylvania alone, the association is currently investing more than $14 million in research. To learn 

more, call 215-575-5200 or visit americanheart.org. 
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